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heavens were filled with the Shield-maidens riding
to choose the slain. The superstitious among Ger-
many's rulers had in those days the spectacle of
many portents to convince them of approaching
calamity. Everywhere the wheel was coming full
circle. The Belgians were approaching the dark
land where each village spoke of German crimes.
The British were almost within sight of the region
where they had first met the enemy, swinging south,
as he thought, to victory before the leaves fell.
The French and the Americans had but a little way
to go till their eyes beheld the wooded hills of Sedan.
The alliances of which Germany had boasted were
now utterly dissolved. More ominous still, that
Eastern Europe which had seen her most spectacular
triumphs was like to prove her worst undoing. The
poison of Bolshevism, with which she had sought to
innoculate her opponents, was beginning to creep
into her own veins. Whatever crimes she had com-
mitted in the long war were now blossoming to her
hurt.

II

Ludendorff had gone, and the Supreme Command
was in commission. Foch was on the eve of his last
step. Pershing and Gouraud advanced to cut the
Metz-Montmedy-M6zi6res line and limit the avenue
of German retreat. Haig took Valenciennes and
pushed on down the Sambre towards Namur. On
Tuesday, 5th November, the enemy's resistance was
finally broken. Henceforth he was not in retreat
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